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TRIBUTE TO BRIAN HOPPER 

∑ Mrs. LINCOLN. Mr. President, today, 
I rise with a heavy heart to honor the 
life of a courageous young man from 
the State of Arkansas, and to pay trib-
ute to the sacrifice he made on behalf 
of our way of life. Brian Hopper lived 
his life with an energy, sense of adven-
ture, and courage that we can all ad-
mire. These were the qualities he dis-
played throughout his childhood, play-
ing and hunting in the woods around 
his home in northeast Arkansas. They 
were also the qualities that ultimately 
drew him to military service, bravely 
defending freedom in a land he had 
never known. 

Lance Corporal Hopper grew up just 
outside of the small Arkansas town of 
Wynne. Like other boys his age, he en-
joyed growing up in the countryside; 
spending his time in the woods and 
trails near his home. Much of this time 
was spent with his hunting buddy, his 
father Rob, who taught him how to 
shoot when he was six. Together, they 
could often be found fishing or looking 
for deer, squirrels, and rabbits. 

At Wynne High School, Lance Cor-
poral Hopper was a member of the 
drama club and the school’s broadcast 
journalism class, where he helped with 
the daily news program. He graduated 
in the Spring of 2002, and it was clear 
to friends and family that his next step 
would be enlistment in the U.S. Marine 
Corps. Although he was turned down by 
Marine Corps recruiters in Arkansas 
because of recent reconstructive knee 
surgery, this resilient young man 
would not be detoured. Instead, he 
made the trip to neighboring Mis-
sissippi and met with a new set of re-
cruiters. He never mentioned his knee 
surgery and was allowed to enlist in 
September of 2002. He would go on to 
attend the School of Infantry in Janu-
ary of 2003, where he trained to become 
a rifleman. 

Lance Corporal Hopper made a brief 
trip home during Christmas of 2003, fol-
lowing the completion of boot camp. It 
was quickly apparent to his family 
that he not only matured physically, 
but he also spoke and acted differently. 
The young man they had watched grow 
up over the years was now truly a ma-
rine, and his father couldn’t have been 
more proud. 

As a part of Operation Iraqi Freedom, 
Lance Corporal Hooper was deployed to 
the war-torn nation last summer and 
quickly earned the reputation of a 
tough, loyal soldier who repeatedly 
rose above the call of duty. During 
military operations in Fallujah, he 
earned his first Purple Heart after tak-
ing on incoming fire. The flak jacket 
he was wearing saved him from serious 
injury, and possibly death. Soon after, 
he earned yet another Purple Heart 
from much more severe wounds. After 
raiding an Iraqi home and shooting an 
armed insurgent, he was struck by an 
explosion from a fallen grenade that 
left shrapnel in his knee, leg, arm, and 
face. Although his wounds were severe 
enough to have him airlifted to Ger-

many, he chose to stay in Iraq with his 
unit. His personal safety was an after-
thought to the loyalty he had for his 
comrades and the mission before them. 
Although he still carried pieces of 
shrapnel in him, he would carry on the 
fight. It was a testament to the cour-
age and the heart of this brave marine. 

On January 26, he boarded a CH–53E 
helicopter on a routine mission to help 
guard the Syrian border for the Iraqi 
elections. Tragically, the helicopter 
crashed amid severe weather condi-
tions in western Iraq. All 31 soldiers 
aboard were killed, and it was destined 
to become the deadliest day of the war 
thus far for American forces. 

Lance Corporal Hopper’s brother, 
Patrick, who was also serving in Iraq 
as a marine lance corporal, would ac-
company his brother’s body on that 
final flight home from Dover Air Force 
Base to Memphis. Emergency vehicles 
would shut down every intersection be-
tween Memphis and Wynne and allow 
the two brothers to return home to 
their family. 

On the day of Lance Corporal Hop-
per’s funeral, the State flag was flown 
at half-mast over the State Capitol in 
Little Rock. Along the 12-mile proces-
sion from the memorial service to Har-
ris Chapel Cemetery, friends, neighbors 
and mourners lined the streets to show 
their respect and to honor this fallen 
Arkansas hero. Many held American 
flags high, many saluted, and others 
held their right hands over their heart. 

At his final resting place, Lance Cor-
poral Hopper was buried with full mili-
tary honors. It was just a short walk 
from the home and the woods where he 
had spent his childhood, and it served 
as a reminder of how very far he had 
come in his life. The courageous and 
honorable way in which he lived his 21 
years is a testament to the kind of per-
son he was. When we think of Brian 
Hopper, we will think of this legacy, 
and will be reminded of how we are for-
ever grateful to this brave young man 
for the sacrifice he made on behalf of 
freedom, and on behalf of us all. My 
thoughts and prayers go out to his fam-
ily, friends, and to all those who knew 
and loved him.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Ms. Evans, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The nominations received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

MEASURES REFERRED— 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2005 

The following bill was read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 418. An act to establish and rapidly 
implement regulations for State driver’s li-
cense and identification document security 
standards, to prevent terrorists from abusing 
the asylum laws of the United States, to 
unify terrorism-related grounds for inadmis-
sibility and removal, and to ensure expedi-
tious construction of the San Diego border 
fence; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The following concurrent resolutions 
were read, and referred as indicated: 

H. Con. Res. 6. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of the Congress that the 
Department of Defense should continue to 
exercise its statutory authority to support 
the activities of the Boy Scouts of America, 
in particular the periodic national and world 
Boy Scout Jamborees; to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

H. Con. Res. 26. Concurrent resolution hon-
oring the Tuskegee Airmen for their bravery 
in fighting for our freedom in World War II, 
and for their contribution in creating an in-
tegrated United States Air Force; to the 
Committee on Armed Services. 

H. Con. Res. 30. Concurrent resolution sup-
porting the goals and ideals of National 
Black HIV/AIDS Awareness Day; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

H. Con. Res. 67. Concurrent resolution hon-
oring the soldiers of the Army’s Black Corps 
of Engineers for their contributions in con-
structing the Alaska-Canada highway during 
World War II and recognizing the importance 
of these contributions to the subsequent in-
tegration of the military; to the Committee 
on Armed Services. 

f 

MEASURES PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR 

The following bill was read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar: 

H.R. 310. An act to increase the penalties 
for violations by television and radio broad-
casters of the prohibitions against trans-
mission of obscene, indecent, and profane 
material, and for other purposes. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–1024. A communication from the Chief, 
Regulations and Administrative Law, Coast 
Guard, Department of Homeland Security, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Quarterly listing; Safety 
Zone, Security Zones, Special Local Regula-
tions, and Regulated Navigation Areas [In-
cluding 122 Regulations]’’ (RIN1625–AA00, 
AA87, AA11, AA08) received on February 11, 
2005; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–1025. A communication from the Sec-
retary, Office of General Counsel, Federal 
Trade Commission, transmitting, pursuant 
to law the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Adjust-
ment of Civil Monetary Penalty Amounts, 16 
CFR 1.98’’, received on February 17, 2005; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–1026. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Commission, Bureau of Eco-
nomics, Federal Trade Commission, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
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